#,

o

r:mg Ja‘nﬁ’m iﬁcluaéd _162
sortles forlé?S*O‘ﬁlight hours}_g_fs'- , _

(2) The Squadron conducted A "Back in the Saddle" Safety'Stand
Down on 6~7 January. The theme of the Stand Down was "Safety” tﬁ?ough
Knowledge", and use was made of the Scuadron's video ispe equlpment
LtCol JﬁHN, 2d Marine Air Wing Standardization” and Hafety: Of ficer made

a presentation to 211 officers as did MAJ. RICHARDSON, the F=4 Andlyist =

at the Naval Safety Center. The Naval Safety Center Tewm included a
presentation to the enlisted personnel. Ordnance safety was stressed
due to this Sﬂuadrons' heavy'comm;ttments in the Third Quarter of FY-75,
The entire program‘WHS'under the cognizance of F1tLt J e H*INES, R'F, “VME A~

251 Aviation Safety'Offlcer.

| | «-: '”'1 'f"'"-‘r-'.r'-

- £3)w Mhdw-N. G, G. KERR.partlclpated in the "Seek Eval" prOJect
a.ﬁartlniMarletta Company'progect at Orlando,- Fla. on 6-8 January5 1975

(4) 'During the SRCODd'Quarter of 1974, the Squadron enJoyed &
93 percent passing rate on the PFT. oS A

(5) During 1974, 100 percent of the .Squadron's Marines who fired
either the .45 or .38 caliber pistol cunlified; 93 percent of those fir-
17 the Rifle Range: "B" course cualified, and 91 percent of those firing

cne "KDUY course oualified,

]
_—

() On’'8 Jamuary, 1975, the Commanding Officer of MAG-31 recom-
mended to the Commanding General of the Second Marine *ir Wing that
ViieA=251 be awarded the Commdndlng General's Ground Safety'&ward for 1974,

(‘72 In the January5 1975 issue of the Naval Avlatlon Safety'
=rnher mapazine APFROACH, the Sguadron's new video tape training system

u\. v

waz feaitured, This utilization of a systems approach to training by the.
Squadicen wis.gited. for ike appllcatlons 1n furtherlng operational

safep” .de.readlness.

l8) On 21-24 January, . ]975, the Squadron participated in an
Ogeravionil Readiness Ingﬁﬂdmﬂon.(OR I.) serving as the Contingency

Seved: . for  PROVNAG. ~ 4O, .

|-l1'l:-

’fu) On 7-30 January'1975, the Squadron prov1ded alrcrew,
ijHpoﬂ\P, awrcwaft and equipment augmentation in support of PROVMAG-20

and VMYA L5 tactlcal test.

(10 On 30 January, 1975, the squadron hOSted COL. CHAPLIN,
FFLant Inspector who headed the Force Inspection Team evaluating

PROVHAG- &l e - e _
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W1 °9(1) - In Febrmary- 1975 this soumadron flew 230 sorties for 3364 -
flight hours. W, ' ik S

| (2)- The Souadron initiated a program in complience with the . {
Commanding Generaly 2d Marine Aircr-ft Wing directive to conduct Train-
ing and Safety Stand Down on each Monday. Pertinent and lively aircrew
briefs and presentations were produced by the Aircrew Training, Safety,
and Natops Officers. . EoE: e ' . '

C . 443) On 3 February, 1975, the Squadron received a brief from the
MAG-31 Assistant Operations Officer, MAJ D;“LBTIELS y concerning implemen-
tation of the daily discrete call sign frequency switching to be employed
by all 2d Marire Air Wing Tactical Units. .

.. (4) On "0 February, 1975, the Squadron reinstituted a program
o+ nizckly detailed inspections of aircralt by assigned aircrew teams and
TLAans  Gaptains, : ' ,

~ (5) During this month, the Souadron received a "noteworthy" for
.. nieving greater than 93% active enrollment in Marine Corps Tnstitute —

OV T3IC0 o

. (6) On 24—-26 February, 1975, the Squadron provided fighter air-
i aupport for the Pasic School Landing Exercise held At Marine Corps
Raaz, Comp Le-Jswune, North Carqlina, ' |

- "1". - A "'J-.
i

~5-27 February, 1975, the Squadron hosted Wing Commander

{ ro™ o ~ y
e B WA B 7 ad ;
3. FATIEY of ThHE oot e s Pritish Defense Staff, Washington DG
'e)  on 23-28 February, 1675, MAJ N. G. G. KERR, the Squadron
O-avationsg Officer., pf:_"-%,;’i_:r:;‘-'_p:a'i;f-::}. in the acceptance evaluation of the
¢ #-85 4pdining cevice an tae Maval Training Equipment Center, Orlando,
fFlori 4 +hat time. the tralunlng device was found unacceptable and

Lo, |

-ty S SR L, : b i
Wes Y 31 onn behalf of the Marine Corps.

(). Ir March, 1975, VMFA-251 flew 266 sorties for 39h.5 fLIENE

& Y . Contin-
Cimms Ty Yy ssumed duty as the von :
2) On 1 March, 1975, the Squadron 2 Amphibious Unit.

gency 3quadron, PLOVMAG-80, in support of the 38th Marine

L
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On .8 LHmh, 197‘!?‘, VMFA~251 was assigned as the ‘Uantingefféy'
Squadron far PROVM&G-AO in support. of the 34th MAU.

(L) :r;Durlng March 3 Thlrd Quarter ?’FT teahng was completed. The ;4

Squadron attained a 95% passing rate, with 25 Marlnes F:Lrs,t, Cﬂ.ass 2 a.n,d _
only one failure, | | OEUERSaL ; (R

L)

- -

" . h‘ : il
-

» g Aprll ﬂ"'ﬂff,

) In Aprll, 1975, the. Souadron i‘lew M’S sortles for & 3 flight
hours, - - R . b T yepd

A . :
L Y L
] ;s ® S g

(2) On 5 April, 1975, the Squadron successfully deployed 12 air-
craft with a full complement of personnel and support equipment to
t{CAS, Yuma, Arizona, The deployment was made to utilize the superb -
i c_,i.-....llltleS-_ for-air to air-and.air, to ground weapons employment __t‘;r:a:x.nlng.

(3) Or 7 April, 1975 the Squadron welcomed éh&ﬁbsié&‘-ﬁajo.’r;
(teneral AW, GfDonnsll:te;our Yuma Deployment. The General flew four
eir to grcund sorvies Wluh the squadron, before departlng On, 10 April,..

OV |
‘I‘ *}f_):' e -' ; ' ;:-I'*

w
]
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(L), On 10211 April; a975, a Squadron ‘repbesentative attended the
Navy Fighter Weapons Schood .mn_ual Symposium at NAS Miramar, California,

(2177 0n AO=1T A .1-.1.1_,- 1.57 ':3 VI\’FA-.’Z‘)"I was tasked by CG 28 Mardne' 11 oY
Alv Wing Lo eonduct dissimilar ACM with the AV-8A Harrier. The program
w2o anitirted toudocument Lnc concept of vectored thrust and its role in
REal Sl ’roL Ll DL 1TTNE SOI'tJ_L,:: were flown s and video, taped on the Air’

Tanbzt Ma 11&:1'{}'(‘("‘.“0‘ Rarge (ACMR)Q g Ay s B y.oalg -;i &
‘G- Dn dh ﬁpr- - 3950 Capt W. W. MOOKE, Souadron RIO Training

Cf i3 2 saloed the mi ;?,3‘;:395 O " QC ane 1d*==r:‘c free flight hours 1n the

1: _4'; e Ll_ft 0 o ; : £ oh Y B O o : ) -
e On 2"}’ p:*::.f..-.,, 1975, s Zcuadron aircraft were. launched on

¢res, comabry ferry TLIgI0E SO TeCHEaes home base. Squadrqn air craft. £5

FOE T :“Zi o Gostroved fn anaaccident during landing at Reese © - ©

A2+ Wora Rasel ubbos 'a..h:g DoxRE, & he. crew was rescued in sat.lfactory

cUnda .00 'tg'.i_'th~It...i.c"*_.;;:'_‘,llz." :leg injuries.

< .-{._*__; : . s HECIET o P . b :
sl - Duging tne ON L.h _L.H y VME &~25$,flew 214 _soﬂieg;,for 322.8
1,!::}.: A :-.-I £ | § . ,

= — M m——— s prnih, e . » - o ity " i
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(2) - On 5-9 May 1975, the Squadron conducted M3 ' ng
Exercise in the W=122 ‘area under the supervision of MZr?.ln:Bﬁi %ie-;;rolrgls
Training Unit, Atlantic (MATULANT)‘?and controlled by Marine Air Control
Squadron ®ix (MACS-6). The Squadron qualified 10 crews while firing 8
AIM~7E Sparrows and 8 AIM-9G Sidewinder missiles. g

(3). On 12-14 May 1975, the Squadron was tasked with a Training
ar}d Readiness Evaluation (T.R.E.) administered by a 2nd Marine Aircraft
Wing Inspection Team, Fighter Weapons, Fighter Escort, Air Defense,
Close Air Smpport, Interdiction, COMPEX, and large scale strike missions
were flown with satisfactory results.

f. dJdune

: (1) During the month of June, the Squadron flew lh2 sorties
“22 a total of 359.9 flight hours. _

() During 1-=6 June, 1975 , the Squadron participated in oper-
ation Solid Shield 1975, Two Close Air Support (CAS) and 44 Combat Air
Tatrol (CAP) missions were flown in support of the friendly forces
operation in the Camp Lejeune, North Carolina exercise area.

(3) During 7-11 June instruction and briefings were held while
preparations were finalized for the Trans Atlantic deployment to Hota

Naval Station,*Spain. .

(4) ©On 11 June, the squadron welcomed aboard Brig. General
Bjorklund on his visit to this command. The General received a briefing

on exercise Agile Condor (Trans Atlantic Deployment.) .

(5) On 12 June, 197 5-, the scuadron commenced Operation Agile
Condor departing MCAS Beaufort for Naval Station Kota, Spain with
Pnteriediate stops at NAS Bermuda and NAF Azores,

(6) : On' 17 Juney.1975, the squadron landed nine aircraft at
Maval Station, Rota, OSpain. - o

(ol On24 June;, 197 5-, WiF.ﬁ;251 recovered the final inbound
.- ft at MCAS Beaufort and thus concluded Exercise Agile Condor,

')  With the recovery of the remaining Translant aircraft on
> 4,4 - ire Souadron ceased any further air operations during the mo?th
| . ot le»l mandatory maintenance inspection of all F-4 stabilator

;}_f:} Y AL L iles, | e ———
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3, Narrative Summary

The stated missioh of the Marine Fighter Attack squadron is to ,
nintercept and destroyenemy ~ireraft and missiles under all-weather ' g,
conditions, to attack .and destroy surface targets , and to conduct such
other aim operations as may be directed". The first six months' of 1975
saw the Thunderbolts of VMFA-251 employ their F-4 Phantom aircraft in' I
operations that sparmed the entire spectrum of Marine Fighter Aviation. — . =
The Scuadron gained in-depth experience in virtually every funetlon OB i da
aircraft are capable’ of short of setual combat, The myriad Qp'erations | -
and exercises that VMFA-251 has been tasked with nre incidental to:the
primary thrast cf our Soundron.as ‘set forth by our Commanding Officerss . -

The objective has been, and continues to be to train each officer to be . ;.
the best possible officer “nd “rerewrierber within the fighter community (7.
and to be collectively, the best fighter scuadron in Marine Aviation. =
This effort to éxcell has turned in an atmosphere of investigation into,
and experiment~tion with new technicues and equipment, The Souadron hag

L]

become :known in these past months for its uniotueé or~anization, ‘admin-

A

istration, and level of straining. The momentum' ih this Souadron effort ,,._:
certainly began prior to this reporting periods It was, however, during
this period that the Squadron enjoyed numerous successes that must be

viewed as the fruititioncf those aforementioned goals and policies., .

I o 4
It.-‘ 'II‘ { I

An area of specinl nride to this command is training, While con= .. ~ X, ¥
tinuiously leading Marine Air Group 31 in flight hours and training "X's", ‘?
VMFA-251 also forgéd ‘ahead in improving the ocuzlity of over all training.

Our video tape cassette library has expanded 28 the system is put to"

new and hng.genéﬁ-t‘i’ve.;use's. The routine functions of the system have:been .

to: (a) producd’btindardized; briefings 1or syllabus training missionsj (b)
produce Sauadron eround training, and safely briefs, and, (c¢) to disserinate
command policy or non-recur ring information to a1l hands on an individual=
ized basis. In April the system was used to record g dissimil~r ACM |
program with AV-8A Harrier held on the Air Combat Maneuvering Range at

MCAS Yuma. In May the system was utilized to orient, A1l squadron personnel

in the socihl miliem ©f the foreigh nations to be visited during '

Operation Agile Condor. Video tapes were prepsred specifically.for this
Translant operation by the Nav-l Human Resource Management Centér, Nor-

folk Va. The system has also been usefull 1n preserving events of some
historical interest such as the CMC's visit 1o the Souadron and 2
safely executed wheels up landing last year, The Cassette Video Tape
System and its considerable training applications ;wer‘e featured in the &

January issue of Approach magazine, g TN e X g

Another innovation in training has been the creatdian.of "FOX TWO"
magazine under the auspices of our ‘Operations Officer. The magazine 1s
serving as 2 forum for concepts, developments and news petculimr to Marine
Fighter Avistion. A related move was the construction of a “"MIG BOARD™
adjacent to the MCAS Beaufort Refueling Pits. During rcfueling, air-
crews can observe drawn to scale pictures of enemy threat aircraft at

. RS e, b e . o — .
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various ranges and attitudes. The MIG BOARD concept was presentgd in
"FOX TWO" for the benefit of other interested squadrons,

A subtle but far reaching policy of our training program has been.
the maximum utilization of first tour aircrews. During Safety Stand
Downs ~nd pre-exercise briefings, first tour.crews freouently are called
upon to prepare and disseminate vital information., This policy has
accellerated the 'seasoning! of young aircrewmen as it instills confidence
and promotes detailed research,

The Squadrons' maintenance team has consibently provided the 'up!
-aircraft and systems that were reouired to perform the varied missions
- assigneds While deployed, maintenance contended with the inevitable
' problems in logistics and supply and produced results that are a test-
ament to their dedication and resourcefulness.

An area of tremendous improvement in these past months has been
Squadron logistics, Embarkation and IMRL, New leadership coupled with
rapldly accumulateqd, experience in the recent flury of operations, has
produced a streamlined, reliable and productive shop, |

As has been previously noted, Scuadron flight operations have been
characterized diversity in mission and irmmediacy in responsiveness., Of
the function that a VMFA souadron is equipped for, and trained in, we
have performed the folldwing: P

- a, "Intercept and destroy enemv aircraft and missiles in
coordination with ground or. airborne control agencies under all weather.
conditions." The Saguadron has regularly conducted Air to Air Intercept
Training in the W-157 area with the coordination of Marine Air Control
Squadron = 5., The culmination of this training was the Sgquadrons highly f
successful MISSILE FIRING EXERCISE during 5-9 May utilizing Marine :

[

Air Control Squadron & for airborne control.

' . b, "Maintain the capability to attack and destroy surface

¢,

targets with all types of weapons compatable with assigned aircraft.”
Beyond the numerous Wing Events, and Compex bombing missions, the Squadron

creatly enhérice_c'i its conventional ordance capability during i-1':s depil‘.oir-:r“
ment to MCAS Yuma, Arizena. The abundance, proximity and va.r_'_let_y o ) urJ;d
to Ground weapons ranges cperated by MCAS Yuma provided ail. ideal £r

attack training enviroment for VMFA-251,

c. "Provide escort of friendly aircraft under all—Yeachr
conditions". Both at Yuma and Beaufort, the Squadron _has flown %
number of strike escort missions. In Yuma, the Souad: Hi2>4 s

] ] wl. .ad £t with Ma
large flights of Marine A-4 and Navy A-7 aircra . ol
i‘?_;hteri'utilized as an aggressor threat element.. During the Training

; : = VMFA-251 was assigned several -
¢ » 25 R o d iq Aok R R S AN : . & ] "mer
: O s ; _ S A & i # : *;ﬁ A% f 350 BWOTTS
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escort and penetration missions which furthered experience in this area.

d, "Maintain the cap=ability to deploy and operate from air-
craft carriers, advanced bases, and small airfields for tactical support
(SATS)." On 18-20 March our Squadron gualified 10 aircrewmen in Short
Air field for Tactical Support operations during training flights conducted
‘ at MCALF Bogue Field, N.C. During the Agile Condor Translant, our cap-
ability to responsively ceploy to advanced bases and effectively operate
from them was demonstrated,

e, "Conduct close air support within capability of assigned
aircraft." As outlined in paragraph 'b! above, VMFA-251 has flown close
air support sorties extensively, both in Yuma on weapons rangesy and
at MCB Camp LeJeune Operating Areas,

f. "Maintain the capability to deploy or extend the range
of operations by employing aerial refueling techniques." During the
Trans Continental Deployment to Yuma,. Du#ing the Training and Keadiness
Inspection (12-14 May), During Ope:iation Solid Shield, and during
Operation Agile Condor, the Squadron made maximum effective use of
Marine aerial refueling resouces in completing those exercises and

deployments.

The fighter mission of our men and aircraft rcouires that a spirit
of agzressiveness, professionalism and confidence be developed and main-
tained. Developing this crucial fighter spirit to achieve air super-
jority sometimes obscures our other vital functions in projecting Marine
Air power. In successfully meeting these diverse recuirements, the
Thuncerbolts have amply demonst:ated the flexibility, versatility, and
i responsiveness that historically have been hallmarks of Marine Corps

Aviations' unique capability.

G. E. WALSH
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0ls escaped death when their F4. Phantom+ e}erted from the rraft c'ecfmd WWE 4t

et erashed and disintegrated at Reese Air  slammed . |
" to earth. One of the. pilots -
Force Base Sundav aftemmn Chunks of the a *‘ra‘c'tured 101: and tne «’n,hez;-ﬂ a Iﬁ?;?e% vt a L

tfl? WwWere st -
d 1 dTe va |
i i . F e = ‘ h_l.‘. -. 5
§ | o €5 |
¥ -
. . > 1 .- . .
- s i : .
L = L] a . N t-
=7 R - 4 - ‘. - . 4 - . ; — ' = =
5 | - - . iy - L
5 " ¥ ol i~ -
- -
1 -
"
; - LR
- | . i r i I
- - 3 i S > T g L
& - W . = L3 - : Ld g ‘l' I - .
- L N b & - ol i "F 'j- f - -
* - = . [ ~1 | L
'- il = - . M E L] - l 5 L
- & - : |
A - "-' :' % » L -"l-‘ - = v - s g F_
~ o i - S g WP AT E L of s v . '
. ~r vl " - = - . - 'E-'I " -~ Lok -”. i i- o L - » g 1* ? -.i
= g B - i — - > -j:' 4 b -," & = L =y ¥ # L : . o e
i 3 “ 5 3 ‘r‘h' = ﬂ i RS i . e - . 5 s
- = v ¥ - By . = "",'.: g e =y > - - 3 5 3 . ¥ —— ¥
- = g, Dl P B SN . < - 1 € e P . doge
3 T D v_3 : - . o, . N " - R o e v
L —- :!. " - - L ——— —_— i 9 .~ -:_ i - Ea b"I-- *1 = E r :-. ‘h.
. ¥ s — A - - e - - - I:l'\ - Sy b -
-i'...._-‘ o i r-; -4-'-. /g - = - 2 q"'ll‘l_ L] A "-i-..*- F‘ﬂ.?—:l' =, r'i- * -y ...r,l - e i i
- - rF‘-_‘ - - = 4 iy ‘Ph - = e
o - - 1 L | _— [ & ] .
- - - l- . i
2 —t "
- ’ _; \ ] e -
s Y . 4 L 1
- [ = - - ¥ = LY
= j, ™ - 3 5 = - g B L 1 ¥
= " - = %
- % - - & IJ'_
- HA -‘ . ¥
el l e r .-‘ s S ] = i
== - -
r

. L . B g ‘l" ;J’E‘mm‘ |I-|.I-1t. _ . 2
l... ._ -‘ N 13 ‘ 'b- 'i'r'“ﬁ - _"1‘; , - +. ; I -~ | . | . | : |

R L . { :

# - _ l 1#{ f -r;..t ' s

s v v

TWO MARINE pilots eJected[Ma i. Michael M. Hynm
to  safety . Sunday alternoonCapt. Jay M. Chielow. ¥
when their - F4 - Phantom_ jet| - A Reese spokesman pai - e
prashed af Reese Air Forcef nes was- treated at the base
hospital for a sprained ‘ankle,
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