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Ref:

Marine Aircraft Group 81, 2d Marine Aireraft Wing, FMFlant
Marine Corps Air Station

Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

3:RIW: tds
5750
12 January 1°78

Commanding Officer

Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD)

(1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 31
(2) Commanding General, Second Marine Aircraft Wing
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Atlantic

Command Chronology, period 1 July 1972 through 31 December 1972

(a) MCO P5750,.1D
(b) WgO 5750.1A
(¢) Gru0 5750,1

le Organizational Data

Qe

Group

b,

Ce

Designation/Location

Marine Fighter Attack S~uadron Two Five One, Marine Aircraft

Three One, Second Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Station,
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902,

Period Covered

1 July 1972 through 31 December 1972
Command and Staff

Commanding Officer Lt Col J. C. BYRAM JR, 1 Julad)
Executive Officer Major M. R. MCDONOUGH 1 Jul.$
Operations Officer - Captain M, S, KELLY 1 Jule?23

Captain G, H. ROBINSON 24 Aug-20

Major R. T, WARD 1 Octe31

Administrative Officer Captain W. W. MOORE 1 Talsté
Captain R. R, FAUCHER 17 Jul«31
Intelligence Officer 1st Lt W. B. QUINN I Julase
Captain M, E, CONLEY 21 Auge~31
Logisties Officer FIT Lt R H, LLOYD (RAF) 1 Jul-29
Captain B. P, GAUCH 30 Sep=31
Aviation Safety Officer Captain J. BRIGADIER 1 JulaS
DECLASSIFIED |

Authority \NO 24614

Dec 1972
Dec 1972
Aung 1972
Sep 1972
Dec *1972
Jul 1972
Dec 1972
Aug 1972
Dec 1972
Sep 1972
Dec 1972
Oct 1972
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Officer
Flight Surgeon NONE ASSIGNED 1 Jul«31 Dec 1972
Sergeant Major Sgt Maj L. G. TUCKER 1 Jule«31 Dec 1972
d, Average Squadron Strength
. Month - Officers Enlisted
July 40 196
September 44 211
October 42 210
. 4 Novembe r 43 217
December 39 226
‘“*? & Seggence of Events

a. July - VWMFA.251 flight operations: 163 Sorties, 268,6 Hours

On § July the squadron conducted a one halfeday safety stand
down, The training included both aircrew and enlisted safety training,

On 31 July Major J. E«. MAY relieved Captain R. E. LEE as squadron
Aircraft Maintenance Officer,

On 17 July Captain R. R. FAUCHER relieved Captain W. W. MOORE as
squadron Administrative Officer,

From 23«27 July the squadron aircrews participated in a
Phase Il missile shoot on the Cherry Point Missile Range, During the

four day shoot, the squadron logged 46,8 hours and flew 23 sorties,

On 27 July the squadron participated in a special one day oper=-
ation consisting of simulated raids against the USS Guam,

On 28 July the scuadron committed four airecraft to CAP/TPQ
missions fragged by the 2nd Marine Aireraft Wing,

by, August - VMFA«251 flight operations: 247 Sorties, 824.4 Hours,

During the first two weeks aircrew training emphasized Phase II
and Phase I1II air to ground ordnance delivery,

On 17 and 18 August the saquadron conducted a safety stand down,
Training included a brief by the F-4 Analyst of the Naval Safety Center
as well as Aviation lMedicine, Fuel Planning, and Aceident Reporting,
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Juring the third and fourth weeks of August airecrew training
emphasis shifted to Phase III air to air gunnery, JThis training ree
sulted in 79,1 hours and 80 syllabus credits for the two weelk period,

On 21 August Captain M, E, CONLEY relieved First Lieuvtenant
We B. QUINN as squadron Intelligence Officer,

On 24 August Captain G. H, ROBINSON relieved Captain M, S,
KELLY as sguadron Operations Officer,

c. September - VMFA-251 flight operationsg 238 Sorties, 285,0 Hours.

Four sguadron aircraft particivated in serial intercept training
operations with the USS Albany,

The squadron continued Phase III air to air gunnery training, A
total of 86 syllabus credits were earned over a three week period,

On 14 September the squadron deployed to NAS Key West, Fla, with
nine aireraft,

Four squadron aircrews underwent MAWTULANT Air Combat Tactics
Instructors Course,

Aircrew training emphasized Phase II and III air intercept and
air combat maneuvering training,

de October - VMFA-251 flight operations: 209 Sorties, 270,5 Hours,

One hundred twenty-eight Marines completed FAM firing the

Two scuadron aircrews completed the MAWTULANT Air Combat Tacties
Instructors Course,

Aircrew training concentrated on Phase II and IIT air intercept
training,

On 1 October Major R. Te WARD relieved Captain G. H. RCBINSON
as scuadron Operations Officer,

On 6 October Captain R, A, BROWN relieved Captain J. BRIGEDIER
as squadron Aviation Safety Officer,

Cn 14 October the squadron completed the deployment to NAS Key
West, Fla, and returned to MCAS Beaufort,

s L e N, e E——

~ DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND :L___q‘_t_)_'_‘-j




e, November - VMFA-251 flight operations: 229 oorties, 314,7 Hours,
On 1 November cuarterly physical fitness training was conducted,

November commenced with airecrew training emphasizing day air
combat maneuvering and night radar intercepts., In addition, the sqguadron
devoted 30,6 flight hours to SATS operations at Bogue Field for a net
gain of 15 syllabus credits,

On 9 November the scuadron participated in the 20th NORAD Exere
cise "SNOWTIME”,

Day and night Close Air Support training was conducted and ordnance
expended consisted of 14 MK.82’s, 24 MK.76's, 8 Zunies, and 9 2,75” Rocke
ets,

During the latter part of November aircrew training was concene
trated on Phase II and IIT air combat maneuvering training in preparation
for participation in the USAF Aerospace Defense Command’s Air ouperiority
Tacties Program, “College Dart”,

fe December « VMFA.251 flight operations: 176 Sorties, 200,8 Hours,

December commenced with aircrew training efforts directed towards
rreparation for the “College Dart” exercise at Tyndall AFB during 11-15
December,

From 11«15 December Captains G. H. ROBINSON and W. W. MOORE attend-
ed the Fighter Weapons Symposium at NAS Miramar, California,

During the period 11«15 December eight combat ready aircrews and
five aircraft were deployed to Tyndall AFB, Fla, to participate in “College

Dart¥,

During the “College Dart” program 26 sorties were flown against
the F=106 aircraft of the 5th Fighter Interceptor Scuadron, A total of
61 Phase III syllabus credits were gained, All 26 “College Dart” traine
ing sorties were launched with full operational radar svstems and of
these 20 were fully operational on recovery,

3, Narrative Summary of Events

a, Personnel Administration
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One Major promoted to Lieutenant Colonel

Six First Lieutenants promoted to Captain

One First Sergeant commissioned to Second Lieutenant

One First Sergeant promoted to Sergeant Major

Iwo Staff Sergeants promoted to Gunnery Sergeant

One Sergeant promoted to Staff Sergeant

ITwenty-eight Corporals promoted to Sergeant

Seventeen Lance Corporals promoted to Corporal

ITwentyenine Privates First Class promoted to Lance Corporal
Two Privates promoted to Private First Class

Unit Diary error rate was 5% during the first half of Fiscal
Year 1973,

The following awards were presented to squadron personnel:

Staff Sergeant D. G. GRIFFIN received the Navy Achievement Medal
with Combat *V”,

b, Intelligence

: During the past 6 months, squadron aircrews have received more than
20 hours of training in Intelligence and related fields, including:

hours Aircraft and Vessel Recognition
hours Soviet Air Defense Systems
hours Cuban Air Order of Battle

hours Current Events

hours Security
hours Electronic Counter Measures

hours Authentication and KY«28

hours Oombat Intelligence
hours KS5l«A Camera
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During late September and early October while the squadron was
deploved to NAS Key West, Fla.,, all aircrews received situation update
from the Joint Reconnaissance Control Center and complete briefings on

+he nature of the deployment mission,

c. Training/ NBC

Basie training accomplished during the last six months was con-
ducted as follows:
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1483 Marines received Human Relations training (20 hrs. each)
S Marines attended Human Relations Instructor School
15 Marines fired the ,38 caliber pistol
24 Marines fired the .45 caliber pistol
.331 Marines fired the M«16 for qualification
1838 Marines FAM fired the M-18

55 Marines FAM fired the 12 GA. Riot Gun
3 Marines attended NBC School
17 Marines received NBC training (16 hrs, each)
92 Marines received C.0.D, instructions (14 hrs, each)
3 Marines attended NCO leadership School
20 Marines attended Driver Improvement School
> Marines attended Driver’s School (M151A Jeep)
18 Marines attended Firefighting School
2 Marines were Swim cualified
3 Marines attended USAF Water Survival School
1 Marine attended Career Planning School
4 Marines attended Staff NCO School
All saquadron personnel received the following training:
Troop Information Program 5 hrs each
Essential Subjects Training 6 hrs each
Mission Oriented Training 5 hrs each

d, Ordnance

The following is a list of munitions expended during the reporting

period,
AlMe9B Sidewinder Missile 1
AlMa7E Sparrow Missile 1
5,07 Rockets 30
275" Rockets 80
MK«82 G, P, Bomb 500 lb, 40
MK«76 Practice Bomb, 25 lb. 200
20MM Cartridge, TP 5793

e, opecial Operations

Throughout the reporting period VMFA«.251 was commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel J. C. BYRAM JR, DPuring the six month period the s~uadron
flew 1262 sorties and 1,664,0 flight hours accomplishing 621 syllabus
training ecredits,

During July, eight scuadron aircrews participated in a Phase II
missile shoot on the Cherry Point Missile Range, In addition, the

squadron conducted simulated raids against the USS Guam, The sauadron
also committed four aircraft to CAP/TPQ missions fragged by 2d MAW,
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During August the secuadron conduéted Phase II and IIl aircrew
training in air to ground ordnance delivery and Phase II air to air
gunnery,

In the month of September, after participating in air intere
cept training operations with the USS Albany, the scuadron deployved with
nine aircraft to NAS Key West, Fla, for operational and training flight
operations, Jlhe deployment which ended on 14 October 1972, yielded 85
syllabus training credits in 329 sorties and 888,2 hours,

During the month of November 1972 the scuadron conducted a
diversified aircraft training program, In addition to day air combat man-
euvering and night radar intercept missions, the souadron devoted 30,8
flight hours to SATS operations at Bogue Field N.Cy The scuadron then
participated in the 20th NORAD Exercise "qNOWTII@" Flight operations al-
so included live ordnance Close Air Support Training., As November 1972
drew to a close, flight operations were directed towards preparation for
the “College Dart” dissimiliar air combat maneuvering training at Tyndall
A¥B, Fla, during December 1972,

The USAF Aerospace Defense Command’s Air Superiority Tactics
Iraining Program, “College Dart”, was conducted during the period 11-15
December 1972, VMFA.251 deploved five F-4J aircraft and eight combat

cualified aircrews with supporting maintenance personnel, A total of 26
Phase III training sorties were flown against USAF F-106 aircraft of the

oth Fighter Interceptor Scuadron, A total of 61 syllabus training credits
were gained,

fe Command Visits

BGen O’Donnell, AWC 2d MAW, visited VMFA-251 on 29 November 1972
during the scuadron preparation for the ”“College Dart” Exercise,

BGen O'Donnell, AWC 2d MAW, visited the VMI'A.251 Detachment devloyed
to Tyndall AFB, Fla, during the "College Dart” Exercise,

Us ©CiY1il Arfalrs

VMFA-251 conducted numerous tours for Beaufort children, These
tours included films on Naval Aviation, demonstrations of survival equip-

ment and aircraft static displays,
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