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Marine Cos Air St
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 _
L:RJC:dtb

5750
12Jul68

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 32
(2) Commanding General, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Subj: Command Chronology, period 1 January to 30 June 1968

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A
(b) WgO 5750.1

Encl: (1) "Jetstream" Article "General Simpson Takes First Flight!
(2) "Jetstream" Article "251 Earns Efficiency Award"
(3) CO, MAG-32, ltr of 8Janb8, "Tactical Readiness Award"
(4) CO, MAG-32, 1ltr of 8Janb8, "Administration Efficiency Award"
(5) CO, VMFA-251, 1ltr of 29Feb6S8
(6) Excerpts from COMKWESTFOR 191907% Feb68(C)
(7) "Jetstream" Article "VMFA-251, MABS 32, Change of Commanders"
(8) CO, VMFA-251, ltr of 9Mayé8
(9) "Jetstream" Article "Marine Fighter Pilot Awarded DFC Here'
(10) Special Assistant for Saving Bornd ltr Pers Ge/nk 21Maré8
(11) Special Assistant for Saving Bond ltr Pers Ge/nk 21Maré8
(12) Post Exercise Report of Sparrow III Missile Shoot

1. ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

a. Designation/Location

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron Two Five One, Marine Corps Air
Station, Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

b. Period Covered
1 January to 30 June 1968
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Marine Aircraft Group 32, = - e Alircraft Wing, FMFLant
Marine Corps Air Station
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

1L:RIJC:dto

5750
12Jul68

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 32
(2) Commanding General, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Command Chronology, period 1 January to 30 June 1968

Sub;

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A
(b) WgO 5750.1

Encl: (1) "Jetstream" Article "General Simpson Takes First Flight!
(2) "Jetstream" Article "251 Earns Efficiency Award"
(3) CO, MAG-32, ltr of 8Jan68, "Tactical Readiness Award"
(4) CO, MAG-32, ltr of 8Janb8, "Administration Efficiency Award"
- (5) CO, VMFA-251, ltr of 29Febb8
(6) Excerpts from COMKWESTFOR 191907Z Feb68(C)
(7) "Jetstream" Article "VMFA-251, MABS 32, Change of Commanders'
(8) CO, VMFA-251, ltr of 9May68
(9) "Jetstream" Article "Marine Fighter Pilot Awarded DFC Here"
(10) Special Assistant for Saving Bond ltr Pers Ge/nk 21Maré8
- (11) Special Assistant for Saving Bond ltr Pers Ge/nk 21Mar68
(12) Post Exercise Report of Sparrow III Missile Shoot

1., ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

a. Designation/location

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron Two Five One, Marine Corps Air
Station, Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

b. Period Covered

Authority N@'Zﬁlfolq
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d.

Commanding Officer

Executive Officer

Operations Officer

S-=1 OFFICER

Admin Officer

Intelligence Officer

Logistic Officer

Flight Surgeon

Aircraft Maint Officer

SgtMa ]

Average Squadron Strength

Month
January 1968
Febuary 1968
March 1968
April 1968
May 1968
June 1968

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

90Jan6t8

LtCol L..H. HAWKINS
LtCol E.C. JOHNSON

Maj P.M. JACOBS

Maj H.F. STROMAN

Maj R.J. PEDERSON

WO G.E. HOFFMAN

Capt B.D. LYNCH

Maj J.S. LOOP
Maj H.W. MEISSNER

Lt (MC) POOL
UNASSIGNED
Lt(MC) OAS

Maj J.L. PAPPAS
Capt T. WILLIAMS

SgtMaj T.L. BUTLER

Officers™
58
53
50
49
43
36

AJan—29Fech V96
ITMar—293Jun 1968

1lJan—29Jun 1968

1lJan-=29Jun 1968

lJan-29Jun 1968

lJan=-2Jun 1968

1Jan~-29Jun 1968

1lJan-2Apr 1968
3Apr-29Jun 1968

lJan-31May 1968
1Jun-26Jun 1968
27Jun-29Jun 1968

lJan-25May 1968
26May-29Jun 1968

1Jan-29Jun 1968

Enlisted
352
358
362
366
368
363

3% Includes Flt Lt. Carr-White, R.A.F. Exchange

Major General Ormand R. Simpson,

in F-4B Sugpersonic Phantom,

Receives first ride from VMFA-251

(Enclosure 1)

12Jan68 VMFA-251 Awarded Group Commander's Tactical Readiness Award and
Administrative Efficiency Award.
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(Enclosure 2,3,4)
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West in support of COMFAIRKWEST Air D |
efense Re remen -
(Enclosure (6) and (7)) se Requirements.,

1Mar68 LtCol. E.C. JOHNSON assumes command of VMFA-251. (Enclosure (8))

S8Apr68 VMFA-251 deplo '
. yed to Yuma for intensive air t
training. (Enclosure (9)) Hg

10May68 Capt D.M. BASSETT received Distineui
e Snh 1stinguished Flying C
action in Vietnam. g Lross for

LCp} C. HONG JR. received Navy Commendation Medal for
action in Vietnam.

WO G.E. HOFFMAN received a Treasury Department Citation
for promotion of the Saving Bond Program.

VMFA-251 awarded Treasury Department recognition of Saving
Bond Program. (Enclosure (10), (11), and (12))

24May68 VMFA-251 participated in Ship Exercise, Lant Fleet.

21Jun68 VMFA-251 conducted Missile Shoot in coordination with MACS 5
at MCAF New River, North Carolina. (Enclosure (13))

3. NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF EVENTS

a. VMFA-251 ended fiscal year 1968 under the command of LtCol.
E.C. JOHNSON. The squadron had 16 F-4B aircraft assigned as
of 29Jun68 with 13 aircraft on board. The average number of
aircraft assigned for the reporting period was 16. On 25Mar68
the squadron received it's first aircraft from PAR with
slotted stabilators/drooped ailerons. The squadron flew
2,954.9 accident free hours between 1 January and 29 June 1968.
and ended the fiscal year with 18,936.2 accident free hours.
Aircrew training resulted in 9 pilots and 1l RIO!'s being
transferred to WestPac in a combat ready posture. During
the same period 71 enlisted men were transferred to WestPac.

VMFA-251 was honored with a visit from
, Commanding General of Marine
and, South Carolina. The

in a Phamtom on a local area

fam hop and was provided souvenirs of the flight from VMFA-251
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Ce

f. The squadron deployed to MCAS Yuma on 8 April 1968 for an

g

excellence in increased pilot readiness, scheduled sorties
3

accident rate and ground safety. The s :

e ¥ quadron also received
the Quart:er}y Administrative Efficiency Award in recognition
of superiority in all administrative functions.

On 29 January 1968 the squadron was directed to deploy six
full systems aircraft with aircrews to NAS Key West by 30
January 1968 to assume the Air Defense Commitment under
COMFAIRKWEST. Six additional aircraft were to be in place

by 2 February 1968. During the three week deployment

a round-the-clock hot pad posture was assumed and resulted

in 26 practice scramble sorties and 8 actual scramble sorties.
In addition 242.3 hr/138 sorties were flown in accomplishing

Phase I and II training.

On 1 Mar 1968 LtCol. E.C. JOHNSON relieved LtCol. L.R. HAWKINS
. as Commanding Officer, VMFA-251 and LtCol. L.R. HAWKINS relgh'ved

LtCol. E.C. JOHNSON as Commanding Officer, MABS-32 at a joint
Change of Command.

intensive three week air to ground training program. 584.3
hours were flown on 491 sorties during the deployment resulting

in 631 syllabus credits being completed. An open house was
held for the local Cub Scouts Den also during the deployment.

At a squadron awards formation on 10 May 1968 Col. SCHRIVER,
Conmanding Officer, MAG-32 awarded Captain D.M. BASSETT the

Distinguished Flying Cross. LCpl C. HONG JR. was awarded the
Navy Commendation Medal for meritorious performance of duty

while serving with the Casualty Section Headquarters, 3rd
Marine Division. WO G.E. HOFFMAN was awarded recognition

by the Treasury Department for his performance as squadron
Savings Bond Officer and LtCol. E.C. JOHNSON accepted the
Treasury Department Recognition for Savings Bond Participation

on behalf of his squadron.

in exercises with Naval Forces Atlantic

launching six sorties to aid in.the
apabilities.

L. VMFA-251 participated
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In addition the squadron was inspected by the

Aircraft Wing A&M Inspection team on 17 May 1¢

judged satisfactory with minor discrepancies.
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Ref: (a) MAG=32 TAD Orders, 1/1320<5 dlted 14 June 1968

Encls (lg Chronological vents
(2) Mission Result Sheet

l. In sccordance with reference (a), this Officer acted as the Range Safely
Oflicer oporating with Marine Air Control Squadron 5, located at MCAF, New HiveT,
liorth Carolina during the VIFA-251 iissile Shoot exercise.

2. ‘The Missile Shoot was conducted, 18«21 June 1968, in the W-122 area, lancs
4,B,C. Lach day had two shooting periods scheduled, 1000-1230 and 1600~1970¢
Two tarzets were 30 be used the AQI~-37 launched from an F4B and the TDU-Z%
towed by an F8E, however, only the TDU-22 target was fired at during the liissile

Shooting exercise, see enclosure (1)

3. Marine Air Control 3quadron 5 was designated the GCI controlling agency f?:r:
tho liscsile Shoot. They employed the TP5-34 and the MPS=22 search radars during
the shoot. No automatic control was provided by‘use of the Marine Tactical
Data System (MIDS), rather all control was done in the mamual mede. The c?xjtrol
provided by the MACS=5 controllers was felt to be excellent on overall baﬁ]:b:
T+ is noted that the controlling provided by GySge He Po PAREE@ was outsfmmng
in a1l resvects. At no time during the lfissile Shoot did MACS<H lose radar/
radios which could have had an effect on the shoot itsolf, see enclosure (2)e
Por any fulure Missile Shoous, involving control by MACS~H, it is recomnended
that a Range Safety Officer be sent to the NACS Squadrony, for both the saletly
aspoect and\also for effective co-ordination and liaison actione.

i ' inz the I t presented no problem, in as much.
4., Co=-ordination during the Migsile Shoo ‘
as most AUTOVON calls were placed with a very minimum of trouble and delay, in

to | - . ACS = _ the up to date situation.
order Lo keep both ViA-251 and MACS-) awere of .
MACS=5 was able to co-ordinate with the pactical Air Control Center (T4CC) by

means of ths IE nets established beiween MACS and TACC.

onplied with and there were no
., All safety regulations were enforced and comp
giolitions arydeviations of these safely regulations to repoxt,

’
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