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Marine Corps Air Station
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902
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17 Jul 1967

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AOQ3D)

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 32
(2) Commanding General, 2d Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFLant
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic

Subjs VMFA~251 Command Chronology, period 1 January 1967 to 30 June 1967
Ref':

Encl: -(1) Synopsis of sequential listing of significant events , VMFA-25]1,
period 1 January 1967 to 30 June 1967
"(2) VMFA-251 organizational data, period 1 Jamuary 1967 to 30
June 1967
"(3) Sequential listing of significant events, period 1 January 1967
to 30 June 1967

le In accordance with references (a), (b), and (c), VMFA-251 Command
Chronology for the period 1 January 1967 to 30 June 1967 is submitted.,

2. Enclosures (1) through (3) contain the information and documentation
as required,
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Synopsis of Sequential Listing of Significant Events, VMFA-251, period
1 Janmuary to 30 June 1967. - = - . ¢ pacl e

le The following is a synopsis of those significant events listed in
enclosure (3).

a, VMFA-25]1 ended fiscal year 1967 under the command of Major L. Re
HAWKINS and was based at Marine Corps Air Station, Beaufort, South
Carolina, During this reporting period the squadron has continued to
stress the training of aircrews and men to provide them the necessary
experience to fully qualify them for an overseas combat tour., The squadron
has also provided an accelerated ten week training syllabus for five
temporarily assigned pilots., An approximate breakdown of the combat
training aircrews received is 60% toward air to air tacties and the
remainder 1s used in perfecting air to ground ordnance delivery technique,

b At an all hands formation on 16 January, Major L. R. HAWKINS
awarded Captain A. P. CUNNINGHAM and Captain C. R. NORRED Air Medals in

recognition of their actions while serving in the Republic of South Vietnam.

ce On 31 January, VMFA-251 participated in the MAG-32 change of command.
Four of the "Thunderbolt" aircraft flew in diamond formation across the
field in honor of the new and outgoing Group Commanders.,

de The first day of February began early for the squadron due to

part.icipatio? in AAWEX 1-67, Beginning at 0345 the squadron maintained
two manned aircraft in a five minute scramble status, Three scrambles

were executed and provided aircrews with a realistic air to air situation,
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' ~to-ground ordn: ' Average aircrew:r“'""’ diness
was signlflcarrbly 1ncreased, and the deployment was extremely successful.

ke On May 26, twenty-nine fifth graders from Laurel Bay Elementary
School were given a tour of the "Thunderbolts" squadron area, On hand
to welcome the visitors was the Commanding Officer Major L. R. HAWKINS.

1. The June 16th Open House held by VMFA-251 was attended by many of
the squadron member dependents., Static displays of aircraft with various
ordnance loads, and movies on the performance of the F4-B held the attention
of all the guests,
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Sequential Listing of Significant Events, VMFA-251, Period 1 January -
30 June 1967 with Documentation.

DATE

Jan 16

Jan 31

Feb 1

Feb 6

Feb 12

Feb 18 -« Mar 2
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Air Medal Presentations

VMFA-251 Flyby for MAG-32 Change of Command
AAWEX 1-67

VMFA-251 Flys 10,000th Accident Free Hour
VMFA~251 In Church

VMFA-25]1 Detatchment Alpha Deploys to Dyess AFB
for tri-service test

Navy Commendation Presentation

Beaufort Elementary School Tours VMFA-251
VMFA-251 Deploys to MCAS Yuma, Arizona
Laurel Bay Grade School tours VMFA-251

Open House at VMFA-251
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